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2008 Yirrkala Petition 
presented to Prime Minister Kevin Rudd at Yirrkala by Mala Leaders and 

Galarrawuy Yunupiŋu 
 
	
  
Nhanaburru,	
  wangkanmala	
  bapurru	
  dhimirrunguru,	
  
arnhemland,	
  nganaburrungu	
  ngurrngu	
  delak	
  mala,	
  nganthun	
  
yukurra	
  nhuna	
  26th	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Australia-­‐wu.	
  Nhukala	
  
ganydjarr'yu	
  nhunhi	
  nhe	
  ngurrungu	
  walalangu	
  malangura	
  
nhuma	
  walala	
  rrambangi,	
  Australian	
  Parliament-­‐ngura,	
  ga	
  
ngurrungu	
  Dharuk-­‐mirri	
  nhangu	
  Garraywu	
  Queen	
  Elizabeth-­‐gu,	
  
yurru	
  nhandarryun-­‐marama	
  djinawa-­‐lili	
  Australian-­‐dhu	
  luku-­‐wu	
  
rom-­‐dhu	
  yurru	
  dharangan	
  ga	
  galmuma	
  nganapurrungu	
  
dhangang	
  ga	
  bukmak	
  nha-­‐mala	
  nhanapurrungu:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Nhanapurrungu	
  walnga-­‐mirri	
  dhukarry	
  ngudhudal-­‐yana.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Nhanapurrungu,	
  wanga,	
  wanga-­‐ngaraka	
  ga	
  nguy	
  gapu,	
  ngunhi	
  
dhimirrunguru,	
  arnhemland.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Dharrima	
  gungnharra,	
  warkthunara,	
  lukunydja	
  rrupiya-­‐yu	
  
wanga-­‐wuy-­‐ga	
  gapu-­‐wuy	
  ga	
  dhangangnha-­‐yana	
  ga	
  lukunydjana	
  
yana.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Dharray	
  walnga-­‐wuy	
  ga	
  djaka	
  yurru	
  nhanapurrung-­‐gala-­‐
nguwu	
  djamarrkuli-­‐wu	
  yalalangu-­‐wu.	
  
	
  
Dhuwalanydja	
  rom	
  dhuwalana	
  bilina.	
  
	
  
Dhuwalanydja	
  rom	
  wawungu	
  wanga-­‐wuy	
  ngandarryunmarama	
  
Australian-­‐gala	
  bapurrulili.	
  
	
  
Nganapurru	
  marrliliyama	
  nhukula	
  ngurru-­‐warryun-­‐narayngu,	
  
marr	
  yurru	
  Commonwealth	
  Parliament	
  ngurru	
  warrwun	
  ga	
  
dharangan	
  dhuwala	
  rom	
  ga	
  marryuwak	
  gumana	
  
dhayutakumana	
  lukunydja	
  rom.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
   2008	
  Yirrkala	
  Petition	
  2	
  of	
  2	
  

We,	
  the	
  united	
  clans	
  of	
  East	
  Arnhem	
  land,	
  through	
  our	
  most	
  
senior	
  delak,	
  do	
  humbly	
  petition	
  you,	
  the	
  26th	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  of	
  
Australia,	
  in	
  your	
  capacity	
  as	
  the	
  first	
  amongst	
  equals	
  in	
  the	
  
Australian	
  Parliament,	
  and	
  as	
  the	
  chief	
  adviser	
  to	
  Her	
  Majesty	
  
Queen	
  Elizabeth	
  the	
  Second,	
  to	
  secure	
  within	
  the	
  Australian	
  
Constitution	
  the	
  recognition	
  and	
  protection	
  of	
  our	
  full	
  and	
  
complete	
  right	
  to:	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Our	
  way	
  of	
  life	
  in	
  all	
  its	
  diversity;	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Our	
  property,	
  being	
  the	
  lands	
  and	
  waters	
  of	
  East	
  Arnhem	
  land;	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Economic	
  independence,	
  through	
  the	
  proper	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  riches	
  	
  
of	
  our	
  land	
  and	
  waters	
  in	
  all	
  their	
  abundance	
  and	
  wealth;	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  Control	
  of	
  our	
  lives	
  and	
  responsibility	
  for	
  our	
  children's	
  future.	
  
	
  
These	
  rights	
  are	
  self-­‐evident.	
  
	
  
These	
  rights	
  are	
  fundamental	
  to	
  our	
  place	
  within	
  the	
  Australian	
  
nation.	
  
	
  
We	
  ask	
  for	
  your	
  leadership	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  Commonwealth	
  
Parliament	
  start	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  recognition	
  of	
  these	
  rights	
  
through	
  serious	
  constitutional	
  reform. 
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