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Purpose and background 

1. In 2009, the City of Melbourne commissioned Stage 1 of the Indigenous Heritage Study (IHS), a 
deliverable of the Indigenous Framework 2007-10. Stage 1 of the IHS was completed in December 2010 
and referenced the story of Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner (T&M) and the events surrounding 
their deaths as an important event (place) for Melbourne (with reference to Old Melbourne Goal).   
 

2. In August 2012, the Indigenous Heritage Action Plan (IHAP) was endorsed by Council.  The IHAP 
outlined a number of actions to document places of importance and investigate ways in which Council 
could support recognition of those places, objects and stories of importance to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities.  The acknowledgement of T&M through a memorial or marker was one of the 
actions identified in the IHAP. 

 
3. In 2012-13 Council adopted as an Action and Initiative (A&I) to ‘investigate the memorialisation of 

Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner and other known places of Aboriginal heritage significance’. 
 
4. On 20 January each year a community commemoration is held at Bowens Lane, Melbourne to remember 

the events related to T&M. This land is owned by Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT). 

Key issues 

5. In accordance with Aboriginal cultural protocols, a working group was established in 2012 that included 
Traditional Owners and Aboriginal academics.  A researcher was appointed to investigate and develop a 
comprehensive heritage literature study of the T&M event, with a view to reaching an agreed 
understanding surrounding the events and lives of T&M.  The researcher’s investigations include (but are 
not limited to) research into any known descendants of the two men and consultation with community 
stakeholders. 
 

6. In September 2013, the final draft of the research paper (Attachment 2) was agreed by the working 
group.  This paper is intended to become the key reference document for any further consultation or 
decision making processes related to the potential recognition of the events related to T&M.  

 
7. The research paper summarises the findings of the working group with regard to commemoration and/or 

memorialisation.  The working group, considered the forms that a ‘monument’ to such a history may take 
and unanimously agreed on a conceptual framework for commemoration suitable for a history of this 
nature, complexity and gravity. The research paper, in summary, notes that there are many possibilities 
for a ‘living’ event. These include commissioning a play, developing walking tours, annual talks or 
Melbourne Conversations, providing a workshop or open studio for members of the public to create their 
own monument to the histories concerned, and web-based forms. The adoption of more than one 
element for a public commemoration, including on-going opportunities for interpretation, has the 
advantage of addressing the problem that for histories of great complexity and significance, a single 
monument will not suffice.  

Recommendation from management 

8. That Council: 
 
9.1 acknowledges the research paper in regard to Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner and 

endorses it for publication on behalf of the City of Melbourne  
 

9.2 agrees to mark the events surrounding the lives of Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner with a 
permanent marker outside the Old Melbourne Gaol noting this would require agreement with the 
Old Melbourne Gaol  

 
9.3 RMIT considers whether it wishes to support any other ‘living’ event to mark the history 

surrounding the lives of Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner.
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Supporting Attachment 

  

Legal 

1. There are no legal issues arising from management’s recommendations.  

Finance 

2. There are no financial implications related to the recommendations contained in this report.  Any cost 
implication arising from the recommendation would be considered as part of any future budget process. 

Conflict of interest 

3. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or 
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report. 

Stakeholder consultation 

4. Working Group Members: Clare Land (consultant/researcher); Alix Hill (National Trust) Genevieve 
Grieves (Aboriginal Oral Historian and Senior curator at Bunjilaka, Melbourne Museum); Tony Birch 
(Aboriginal historian and writer, University of Melbourne); Caroline Briggs (Boon Wurrung Foundation); 
Eddie Butler-Bowden (CoM); and Jeanette Vaha’akolo (CoM). 

5. Consistent with cultural protocols and given the Tasmanian origins of Tunnerminnerwait and 
Maulboyheenner, consultation with Tasmanian Aboriginal stakeholder groups has also been undertaken 
and the responses of the groups that contributed are outlined below. 

Tasmanian Stakeholder Discussions / Outcome 

Meeting with Tony (Tasmanian 
Museum and Art Gallery) 

Discuss use of Thomas Bock images within report – images 
have been approved for use by Museum Aboriginal Advisory 
Group 

Tony provided advice on the use of “correct names” – “timmy” 
and “pevay” – advised that as historically the men have been 
referred to Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner, this should 
remain as is in the report – but not correct names for Aboriginal 
protocols. 

Seek advice re permission to use Victorian State Library image 
– Tony will table image at next meeting with Museum 
Aboriginal Advisory Group and write back re outcome. 

Visit with Elder Aunty Patsy 
Cameron (Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Corporation & melythina tiakana 
warana Aboriginal Corporation) 

This was an all day visit in which Aunty Patsy provided detailed 
oral history on the Aboriginal people who were brought to 
Melbourne with A Robinson, and what was known of their fate.  
We were taken through Maulboyheenner country and its sea 
edge which allowed us to see the Flinders Island where 
Aboriginal people were rounded up and taken to until their 
removal to Oyster Cove. 

Aunty Patsy said that her organisation would love to be 
Tasmanian Patrons in supporting project.  She and others would 
be interested to attend the anniversary in January 2014. 

Attachment 1 
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6. Consultation has also been undertaken with Elders of the Wurundjeri Tribal Land Council who have been 
provided the research paper and provided permission for use of a specific image within the document. 

Relation to Council policy 

7. The recommendations in this report are consistent with Council’s Reconciliation Action Plan 2011-14 and 
Indigenous Heritage Action Plan 2012-14. 

Environmental sustainability 

8. In developing this proposal there are no environmental sustainability issues or opportunities to be 
addressed. 

 

 

Visit with Robert Anders (melythina
tiakana warana Aboriginal 
Corporation) 

Stephen as President of the committee will write an email in 
support of the research report and use of its images containing 
Aboriginal people. 

Finalise with Clare Land details of map – note additional places 
of importance. 

Made reference to the use of lower case in Aboriginal 
Tasmanian languages. 

Visit with Aunty Gloria Andrews 
(melythina tiakana warana 
Aboriginal Corporation) 

Aunty Gloria is in support of the report and excited that 
Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner’s story will be told.  She 
is eager to be involved in the project and sharing the information 
within her family and networks. 
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colonial occupation of the Port 

connected to the hanging of these 

future understandings of Melbourne 

into the full complexity of the 

TUNNERMINNERWAIT AND MAULBOYHEENNER

Overall, to learn about 
Tunnerminnerwait and 
Maulboyheenner is to learn 
one of the most important stories 
of early Melbourne. 

This booklet explains why this is 
one of early Melbourne’s most 
important stories. Further, it 
includes a discussion of 
appropriate forms for monumentss 
or public commemorations of 
histories that like this one are 
complex and, in important ways, 
uunfinished. 
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Tunnaminnerwate (aka Jack)

Wortabowigee (aka Fanny)

Tunnerminnerwait

Planobeena

DM 8259529 6 of 46
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Maulboyheenner (aka Timmy), 

Trugernanner (aka Truggernana or Truganini), 

Truganini

Maulboyheenner

DM 8259529 7 of 46
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NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

that the group decided to launch 

that their apparent decision to abscond 

A story in the community that they may 

ing to forge an independent existence 

ne and to burn 

The fact that the five embarked on 
their expedition immediately after 
Tunnerminnerwait returned from a 
journey of several months with George 
Augustus Robinson witnessing testimony 
about violence in the Western District 
also appears highly significant. Robinson,
 accompanied and assisted by 
Tunnerminnerwait, investigated the 
Convincing Ground massacre during this 
journey, in which between 60 and 200 
members of a Gunditjmara clan were 
killed by whale-hunters at Portland Bay.

There may not have been consensus 
amongst the group; each person may 
have had a range of reasons for setting 
out on the journey to Dandenong and 
on to Western Port. 

The motive or motives of the five 
members of the group that set out to 
Western Port—Tunnerminnerwait and 
Planobeena, Maulboyheenner, 
Truganini, and Pyterruner—may, in fact, 
never be known. The importance and 
specific detail of Tunnerminnerwait’s 
experiences in the Western District for the 
later actions of the group in Western Port 
deserves more detailed research.

Finally, the element that has not 
attracted attention until now is the 
involvement of a sixth person, 
Pyterruner’s husband, Probelattener. 

DM 8259529 8 of 46
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Probelatter (aka Jemmy or Problatena)

Pyterruner

Probelattener

?
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EARLY PUBLIC 
HANGINGS IN 
MELBOURNE

including one other Aboriginal 

particular historical interest and 

 
from the gaol to the site of their 

details such as their clothing are 

Commissioner of Police and 

Crime and Punishment

Mudrooroo’s Doctor
Wooreddy’s prescription for 
enduring the ending of the world 

The 
Savage Crows

the colonising population only as

occurred as part of a series of 

Above: The first execution,

As Judge John 
Walpole Willis said, 
their punishment 
was designed to 
inspire ‘terror...’

Detail of Historical 
Signifcance

image permission pending

DM 8259529 10 of 46
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THE BIGGEST STORY IN THE 
NEWSPAPERS OF THE DAY

Many had appl ied for  the job of  execut ioner  –  the 
inducement  promised by author i t ies  in  Por t  Phi l l ip 

and 
judge to communicate a political 
message to Aboriginal people 
considering armed resistance to 

despite the fact he had been denied 
permission to do this by the colonial 

Two more 
Aboriginal men 
known as 
Ptolemy and Bobby 
were hanged in 
1847,

DM 8259529 11 of 46
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buried in the old general cemetery 

exhumed for a decent reburial in 

times managed to get permission to 

 ESTABLISHMENT OF POLICE, 
COURTS,  PRISONS AND 
CRIMINAL L AW IN 
PORT PHILLIP

P

trial  and hanging in  M elbourne is  a lso  s igni f icant  in 

sanc t ioning of  a  colonisat ion that  had begun as  t res

represented fur ther  sol id i t y  and deeper  roots  for  the 

BURIAL AT THE 
OLD MELBOURNE 
CEMETERY – NOW 
QUEEN VICTORIA 
MARKET

contro

...conditions in 1841 were described by 
a fellow prisoner as ‘dreadful.’

DM 8259529 13 of 46
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people recorded as being in 

representation that appears to 
presage present day criminal justice 

HISTORY OF 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN 
VICTORIA

Public  executions were 
forbidden in  Vic toria  in  1854, 

but  capital  punishment 
was not  abolished for 

another  121 years.

ref lec t ion on the histor y  of  the content ious  issue of 

the apparent  feel ings  of  Maulboyheenner  and the 

– – and the last 
man executed –

colonisat ion that  does  not  attach to  most  hangings 

DM 8259529 14 of 46
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n the lead up to the concerted 

THE 
RE-ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE 

NATIVE POLICE

original 

and operated until being disbanded 

thesubjugation of Aboriginal people 

THE ‘RULE OF LAW’ AND COLONIAL VIOLENCE OF THE TIME

murder and massacre of Aboriginal 

against presumably Aboriginal 

more jailed in the same incident 

indicates the atmosphere of 

Aboriginal people 
were not permitted 
to give evidence, 
stacking proceedings 
against them.

people – and this person only got 

deferring for a year the publication 
of regulations ensuring equal legal 

increased their animosity to 

Below: An escape from the first gaol

image permission pending

DM 8259529 15 of 46
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Bigger legal questions
The trial of Tunnerminnerwait, Maulboyheenner, Truganini, 
Planobeena and Pyterruner took place at a time when questions 
about sovereignty, jurisdiction and treaty were being debated.

RETROSPECTIVE ENDORSEMENT 
OF THE ‘SETTLEMENT’ OF 
PORT PHILLIP

Ma group of businessmen from 

to establish land holdings in areas 

that launched this gamble included 

the founder of Melbourne and best 

and is subject of cultural interpreta
The Roving 

Party

the Association managed to secure 

though the treaty the Association 

establishment of the policing and 

Philip had become such a terrible 

ecent scholarship points to 

SOVEREIGNTY

as they had not entered into a treaty 

Supreme Court and a statement by 

to consider the rectitude of assert

Aboriginal people in the absence of a 

by Superintendent of the Port Phillip 

Aboriginal people on sight 

DM 8259529 16 of 46
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Aboriginal people from 
Van Diemen’s Land in 

Port Phillip

L I F E  I N  P O R T  P H I L L I P  – 
A N OT H E R  E X P E R I M E N T 
BY  R O B I N S O N , 
T H E  ‘ P R OT E C TO R ’

is inextricable from the story of the treatment of 

Aboriginal people in that state as characterised by 

members of a group of Aboriginal people brought to 

the Aboriginal people from the mainland island to a 

Left: George Augustus Robinson

DM 8259529 17 of 46
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Left: The Conciliation,

Below: Residence of George Augustus Robinson 
at Prahran on the Yarra,

the sister of the formidable resistance fighter 

theory that a similar spirit of resistance also 

returned then too – he had come to 

to get clearer information on the fate of each person 

Robinson said they were 
civilised and peaceful and 
argued that they would be ‘most 
useful auxiliaries in conciliating 
the natives of Australia.’

DM 8259529 18 of 46
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T H E  G R O U P ’S  ‘ D E P R E D AT I O N S’ 
I N  T H E  D A N D E N O N G  A N D 
W E S T E R N  P O R T  A R E A

Jack of Cape Grim

used to abscond frequently from 

assembled in the bush in the 

brought to Melbourne they initially 
appeared before Police Magistrate 

 

the records of the Standing Counsel 

an attempt to reduce the punishment 

prior to their hanging to conduct 

of reasons for Peter being the sole 

attended the execution and the burial 

pensation for clothes the group had 

 

W H AT  WA S 
T H E  G R O U P ’S 
B U S I N E S S 
I N  W E S T E R N 
P O R T ?

Many historians and com

that Planobeena and Pyterruner 

lence at the hands of sealers herself 

explanation for the raids conducted 
prior to and after the encounter 

Planobeena and Pyterruner and 
their raids against settlers occurred 
during one of the most intense 

DM 8259529 19 of 46
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to the forms of resistance employed 
by Aboriginal people at that time 

Aboriginal people murdered by 

occurring in all districts prior to and 

the complete extermination of 

and that of each other is an impor

interaction did he and the other 

The Killing 
of the 

Whalers

DM 8259529 20 of 46
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We ‘meant 
to have shot 

Watson’

their expedition immediately after 

documenting its occurrence may 

attempted extermination similar to that 

hands of essentially the same group of 

‘...women had 
been abominably 
treated by these 
rough-and-ready 
men of the sea, and 
Tunnerminnerwait as 
a child had witnessed 
a notorious massacre 
at their hands.’

DM 8259529 21 of 46
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Port Philip Herald

Horsefal prior to setting out in the direction of 

Pyterruner and her four friends to set out 

of particular additional historical significance 

 

 

Above: Native Hen, 

DM 8259529 22 of 46
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Conflict between 
Aboriginal people and 

Men of the Sea

Below: Whaling Station Lady’s Bay, Wilsons Promontory,

found greater acceptance amongst his seafaring mates 
than any of his compatriots could expect from the 

DM 8259529 23 of 46
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R E T U R N TO 
VA N D I E M E N’S 
L A N D A N D T H E 
F I R S T 
A B O R I G I N A L 
P E T I T I O N

and Pyterruner  returned 

in  orchestrat ing the 

Truganini’s 
Involvement

R E PAT R I AT I O N  O F 
A N C E S T R A L  R E M A I N S  A N D 
C U LT U R A L  P R O P E R T Y

DM 8259529 24 of 46
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objects and remains of recently departed 

and Maulboyheenner in Port Phillip is 

by descendants to repatriate ancestral 

materials ended up in museums around the 

delegation told a gathering of Museum 

the canoe models made by tribal people at 

 ‘the whole point’ of 
repatriation ‘is so we are 
able at last to put to rest... 
the spirits of our ancestors 
who were disinterred from 
burial grounds or killed in 
the bush.’

Links between 
colonisation of 

Port Phillip 
and 

Van Diemen’s 
Land

E N V I R O N M E N TA L 
H I S TO R I E S

DM 8259529 25 of 46
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the resistant local Aboriginal 

boasting plenty of game and 

delightful tracts of astoundingly 

hunting operations in Portland 

Phillip Association and other 
early squatters established their 

and gained endorsement from 

changed dramatically by the 

thousands of other Melbournian 

(Chronicles of Early Melbourne

Above: MELBOURNE (Port Phillip)

...the delightful 
tracts of 
astoundingly 
park-like grasslands 
were not a matter of 
luck or providence, 
but evidence of 
Aboriginal 
manipulation 
of the landscape.

DM 8259529 26 of 46

Page 29 of 49



CO N N E C T I O N S  B E T W E E N  A B O R I G I N A L 
P E O P L E  O F  V I C TO R I A  A N D 

A B O R I G I N A L  P E O P L E  O F TA S M A N I A

Maulboyheenner form part of 

of Aboriginal communities in 

in the experience of colonisation 

also examples of Aboriginal people 

ed for justice to be done in relation to 
these crimes against Aboriginal 

tors made unsuccessful attempts to 

to the contingent application of the 

against Aboriginal people in the early 

inhabited by the local Ngarrindjeri 

from the northern coast (including 

gests that the seal hunting communi

Port Phillip and the fact that some 

mainland Australia certainly became 

...at least 
twenty-two 

women were 
taken to 

Kangaroo Island 
from Tasmania.

Aboriginal people 
from Tasmania came or 
were brought to the 
mainland, and 
Aboriginal people from 
the mainland were 
taken to Tasmania 
under a variety of 
circumstances...
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Maulboyheenner is to learn a set of 

pects of Aboriginal history in the city and 

history of crime and punishment in 

encounters Aboriginal protagonists of 

armed resistance and political campaign

political expression of the authors of the 

generation of Aboriginal people in 

 

Conclusion: 
High Degree of Historical 

and Contemporary 
Significance
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Forms for 
Monuments to 

Complex 
Histories

that these stories should be interpreted to the public through some 

Commemmoration Committee has held a commemoration at the 
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The Reinvention of 
Monuments

Familiar forms for monuments include 

deployed for subject matter such as 

matter for monuments has at times 

generated greater public interest in 

monuments are barely noticeable 

challenge of creating something that 
generates ongoing interest in and 

by bringing hidden and marginalised 

temporary or ephemeral if that is 

in a monument can be important for 

the Monument to Angus McMillan in 

memory of the Aborigines of this 
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Examples of monuments 
to related histories

Maulboyheenner as part of the 

4

support from the City of Melbourne 

the City of Melbourne apparently 
struggled to balance competing 

representations next to those 

degrees of disrepair prior to being 

 

that Melbourne has experienced 

monuments erected in 

people (see Monument 

number of monuments to 

exploration and colonial 

a commemoration of the 

engaged in similar practices include 

Above: Lie of the Land

4
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Left: Library,

Right: Stolpersteine,

castle that mixes fun and 

the memory of those Aboriginal 

and larger delegations of people 

particularly during their 

monument –

not clear – suggests that there 

famous of such botanical monu

of basalt stones arranged in the 

of planting trees as memorials 

historical experience of the 

trees that originated as cuttings 

ated some of the most interesting 

the histories and legacies of 

amidst the refection of clouds and 

monument is only noticeable at 
a distance indirectly through the 
clusters of people gathered to

...the monument 
is always moving 

and different, 
according 
to the sky,
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of the last address of choice of 

monuments that are deliberately 

...monuments 
that are 

deliberately 
horizontal 

focus attention 
on the ground 

on which we 
walk

...we cannot 
escape being 
involved in the 
implications of 
these events 
through our 
inhabitation of 
the place where 
they happened.

through the destruction of most 

through our inhabitation of the 

Another such monument is the 

in front of the parliament 

the square by the artist and many 

traces of their long existence 

radically different contemporary forms 
addresses the insight that that be
cause classical monuments supply the 

a public space and a mental space 
– the place of imagination – as the 
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Monuments 
and 

Rituals
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A 
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Conclusion

importance of the stories connected to 

and has established a conceptual frame

DM 8259529 36 of 46

Page 39 of 49



?
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Appendix 1
Aboriginal people from 
Van Diemen’s Land brought to 
Port Phillip by Robinson, and 
those who returned
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Appendix 2

List of whalers in the party 
from Lady’s Bay
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Appendix 3
Sources Consulted

O F F I C I A L  A N D 
P U B L I S H E D  M A N U S C R I P T  S O U R C E S

Historical Records of Victoria. Foundation series.

Sealing, whaling & early settlement of Victoria : 
an annotated bibliography of historical sources.

La Trobe Library Journal.

Social conditions & political 
life : the colonial experience, Port Phillip district.

Return to an address of the Honourable The House of 
Commons, dated 5 August 1844, for, copies or extracts from 

N E W S PA P E R S

Port Philip Gazette

Port Philip Herald

Port Philip Advertiser

Aboriginal History.

Reading Robinson: Companion 
Essays to Friendly Mission

the despatches of the governors of the Australian colonies, 
with the reports of the protectors of aborigines, and any 
other correspondence to illustrate the condition of the 
aboriginal population of the said colonies, from the date 
of the last papers laid before Parliament on the subject, 
(papers ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 

The journals of George Augustus Robinson, chief 
protector, Port Phillip Aboriginal Protectorate. Heritage 

S E CO N D A RY  S O U R C E S  CO N S U LT E D

Possession : Bat-
man’s treaty and the matter of history.

The struggle for 
Aboriginal rights : a documentary history.
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ABC Radio National Hindsight

The Western Port settlement and 
its leading personalities.

Van Diemen’s Land

The founding of Melbourne & 
the conquest of Australia.

Carne neemerranner: telling places and history on the 
Australian Journal of Indigenous Education.

Australian Rationalist,

An indigenous history of Stonnington : a 
report to the City of Stonnington.

Memoirs 
of the Museum of Victoria Anthropology and History.

Steps to the scaffold : the untold story 
of Tasmania’s black bushrangers

Whalemen adventurers in south-
ern waters : the story of whaling in Australian waters and 
other southern seas related thereto, from the days of sails 
to recent times

appendix listing murder trials heard at the Melbourne 
Historical Studies.

Men and whales 

I succeeded once : the 
Aboriginal Protectorate on the Mornington Peninsula, 

The chronicles of early Melbourne, 1835 to 1852: 
historical anecdotal and personal

Redmond Barry: an Anglo-Irish 
Australian.

Australian Indigenous Petitions: 
Emergence and Negotiations of Indigenous Authorship and 
Writings,

Social Sciences 

The biggest estate on earth : how 
Aborigines made Australia.

Seal Rocks and Victoria’s 
primitive beginnings

The Andersons 
of Western Port.

Whalers and free men : life on 
Tasmania’s colonial whaling stations. Australian Scholarly 

Australian Humanities Review

Parkwatch.

the public 
executions at Melbourne.

My past - their future : 
stories from Cape Barren Island.

Australian Literary Studies.

Beyond awakening : the Aboriginal tribes 
of north west Tasmania : a history.
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Papers and Proceedings 
(Tasmanian Historical Research Association).

Thomas Dove and the Tasmanian Aborigines.
Melbourne

Meanjin

Crime in the Port Phillip district 
1835-51

The bay whalers : Tasmania’s 
shore-based whaling industry.

American citizens, British slaves : Yankee political 
prisoners in an Australian penal colony 1839-1850. 

Trucanini : queen or traitor? 

Black Robinson, Protector of 
Aborigines.

Fate of a free people.

Jack of Cape Grim : a 
Victorian adventure.

A New Holland Half-Caste : Sealer 
and whaler Tommy Chaseland.

Tasmanian aborigines : a history 
since 1803.

40 [degrees] South.

Aboriginal artists 
of the nineteenth century.

Melbourne

Radical Melbourne: A 
secret history.

Victorian Historical Journal (1987). 

Free exchange or 
captive culture? : the Tasmanian Aboriginal perspective on 
museums and repatriation : paper presented at the 
Museums Association Seminar, Museums and repatriation, 
London, 4 November 1997.
Hobart

Unearthed: The Aboriginal Tasmanians of 
Kangaroo Island. 

Reading 
Robinson: Companion Essays to Friendly Mission

Lest we forget : the 
Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyhenner saga. Anarchist 

Writing never arrives naked : 
early Aboriginal cultures of writing in Australia. Aboriginal 

History Australia.
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S E L E C T E D  W E B S I T E S  CO N S U LT E D

Monument Australia (information on the public monu
ments and memorials in all Australian States and 
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